
The Role of Reception Entertainment 
 
Picture a lavish wedding reception inside a beautiful white tent on the driving range of a 
country club.  When you first enter the tent, you notice the central tent pole going up 40 
feet in the air, but then you are immediately captivated by the twinkle lights, tooling, 
flowers and other decorations that let you know this will be an extravagant evening to 
remember.  The cake is breathtaking, the chairs are covered with white linens, and the 
candles on the tables are giving off a warm glow.  But then you notice that the central 
tent pole is a neon orange color and is covered with hundreds of surf-wear stickers. 
 
The entertainment you choose for your wedding reception is the central tent pole. 
 
If the entertainment at your wedding reception doesn’t match the impression you have 
worked so hard to create, it will stand out like a sore thumb.  If the central tent pole in the 
description above were to collapse, all the decorations would be blocked from the view 
and the pristine atmosphere would be ruined.  The same thing can happen if the 
entertainment you choose for your wedding reception is anything less than professional. 
 
This one choice will have the largest impact on whether your dream wedding reception 
will become a reality or a nightmare. 
 
Take the time to interview your entertainment provider, whether you choose a band or a 
disc jockey, and ask them the right questions until you find the one professional you can 
trust implicitly to provide the level and style of service your wedding reception will 
require. 
 
Pay attention to the way they treat you.  Are they listening to your ideas?  Are they taking 
any time to get to know you?  Are they interrupting you?  Are they doing all the talking? 
 
Will they take care of your entertainment needs personally?  Can they back this up in 
writing with a money-back guarantee?  Can they provide references from former clients 
to verify this?  Can they supply wedding vendor references who have seen them perform 
multiple times? 
 
Will the music, announcements and entertainment fit the atmosphere you want to create?  
Will the entertainment provider refer to you as “The Bride & Groom” all evening, or will 
they use your names when speaking about you to your guests?  Do they see their vocal 
role at your wedding reception as just an announcer or as your spokesperson?  Do they 
understand the difference?  How will they help create the mood you have envisioned? 
 
Your wedding reception will be a fabulous day to remember, whether you choose the 
very best entertainment or just an average entertainment provider.  However, if that 
central tent pole collapses, it will be nearly impossible to repair the damage.  Take your 
time and choose wisely. 


